March Newsletter 2018

Dunshaughlin
Community College
Welcome to the March edition of the DCC Newsletter. It has been
another busy term with many events, competitions and successes
to celebrate. This newsletter provides a flavor of the many wonderful
achievements of our students supported by our dedicated staff. Please
follow us on twitter to see more pictures and updates.

Upcoming Events
March 20
3rd Year Parent Teacher Meeting
March 23

Junk Kouture

Easter Holidays
Congratulations to Lisa Varley Maguire,
Harry Dunne and Ryan Foley on all their hard
work and creativity which led them to
securing a place in the Regional Finals of this
year’s Junk Kouture competition with their
design ‘Don’t be Shellfish’. While they didn’t
make it through to finals, their enthusiasm
and commitment to their promotional
campaign was an amazing achievement.
Thanks to everyone who voted for them!

Meath Enterprise
Competition
Well done to ‘Master
Maths’, ‘Glassy but Classy’
and ‘Crazy Crafts’ for a
great performance at the
recent Meath Enterprise
Competition.
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March 25
TY European Trips

Women in Science Success
On International Women's Day we celebrated Moyagh McCabe and Sarah
McConnell who won 1st and 3rd prize in the Meath County Council Inspirational
Women in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) competition. Well
done to the girls!"

3D Book Brochure Competition
All of our 1st year English classes participated in a '3D Book Brochure Competition'.
Students were placed in small groups and had the challenge of reviewing a book of
their choice in the format of a standing brochure- the more creative and
interactive better! The competition provided a great opportunity for promoting team
work, reading and organisation skills. The projects were fantastic- clever props and
design ideas brought the books to life- we had cakes baked in honour of 'Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory', lights glittered on 'Harry Potter' displays and a sound
system was even added to one particularly interactive 'Alice in Wonderland'
tribute! Students were very proud to see their projects displayed in our main assembly
area for the whole school to see. Well done to all our first years- great to see such
enthusiasm and talent.
Winners:
1st - 'Alice in Wonderland' by Sarah McManus and Sophie Swan in Rang Bach
2nd- 'Harry Potter' by Erin O'Doherty in Mozart
3rd - 'The Boy in the Striped PJ's' by Macieq Szczepanek, Jake Madamackal , Zak
Farrell and Ben McLaughlin Rang Rossini
4th - 'Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone' by Helena Maher and Tegan O'Brien in
Rang Puccini
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Solicitors of the Future
Congratulations to TY students Chloe
Wall and Ruairi O’Mahony who recently
completed the ‘Solicitors of the Future’
Programme.

‘Alice in Wonderland’

Sports News
Horse Racing
Ben Love, from 6th year, is also having quite a
sporting impact - in horse racing. Riding in the
colours of Gavin Cromwell of Danestown, Co.
Meath, Ben has been competing over the past
year in Point to Point races around the
country. He has won at Kilbeggan, Co.
Westmeath, was second at Downpatrick, and
placed 3rd on Saturday Feb 17th, at Fermoy,
Co. Cork.

Football
Great performance from the Senior Gaelic
Football team who lost out to Gallen CS in
the North Leinster Quarter Final here in
Dunshaughlin. Thanks to Dunshaughlin GAA
Club for the use of their superb facilities.

Athletics
Congratulations to Jake
Cullen & Sean
O’Connor who
competed in All Ireland
Schools in
Waterford. Jake came
8th qualifying for
National Team heading
to Nottingham in 2
weeks and Sean came
26th.

Wheelchair Basketball
TY wheelchair basketball All-Ireland basketball finals took place on 13th March in the national basketball arena Tallaght.
The team got through the regional finals back in February, losing the Leinster final by only one basket. Today the
students were unlucky to be beaten in the group stage by very strong opposition from Munster and Connacht! The
students really enjoyed the opportunity, which was for a great cause. The school raised €1,000 for the IWA as an entry
requirement into the competition. Overall, over €50,000 has been raised for the charity.
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School of Rock 22nd -24th February 2018
After months of hard work and intensive rehearsing, the curtain finally went up on
Dunshaughlin Community College’s production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s rock musical,
School of Rock. Based on the 2003 film of the same name, the musical follows Dewey Finn
(played by the immensely talented Andrew Farrell), an out-of-work rock singer and guitarist,
who impersonates his best friend, Ned, (played by David Coquillon) and takes his place as a
substitute teacher at the exclusive and prestigious Horace Green Prep. School. After
identifying the musical talents of his students, Dewey forms a band of fifth-graders, in an
attempt to win the upcoming Battle of the Bands contest at a local theatre.
The show previewed for 5th and 6th class students from St. Seachnaill’s National School, and
opened on Thursday 22nd February to a full house and a standing ovation, both of which
were repeated on the following two nights. “I never thought I’d see a Broadway show in
Dunshaughlin”, was the comment of one audience member on opening night!
The audience was stunned by the amazing voice of Temiwunoluwa Adeniranye, who played
Tomika, the shy student who finds her voice and becomes the soloist for the band. The role
of bossy perfectionist, Summer, was played by Sorcha Malone and Zoe Moore Smith,
guitarist Zach was played by Luca Gorman and Andrew White, and Jarlath Byrne brought
the house down with his portrayal of Freddie, the drummer. Fionn McGorman and Elliot
O’Connor played Lawrence, the keyboardist, while Katie, the cellist/bassist was played by
Miriam Collins and Ciara Hughes. Other band members included Maeve Boyle, Cathy
Quinn, Abbie Blake, Helena Maher,Emily Quinn, Abigail Varley Maguire, Liam Durkan and
Ruairi Brady.
Hannah Russell played the school Principal, Rosalie Mullins, who rediscovers her love of
rock music, thanks to Dewey. Ned’s girlfriend, Patty, was played by Becca Hill and Orla
Doyle, and teacher Gabriella, was played by Emilia Andrioaia.
Also on stage were Alison Byrne, Charlotte Dillon, Erinn Desborough, aoife Leonard, Liadán
O’Neill, Michelle Olatunde, Laragh McCarthy, Heather Monaghan, Adam Hagger and Kinsco
Veszi.
Transition Year students Evin Walshe, Aaron O’Connor, Alex Smyth, Caterina Mendes,
Arnaud Saccamano, Patrick McLoughlin, Liam O’Connor and Jack Keogh played the parents,
who are, at first, shocked to hear that their children are spending their school days playing
music, but later come to realise that their children have learned so much more by
participating in the band than they would in a classroom.
A surprise element in the show was provided by teachers from the College appearing as
teachers of Horace Green pupils. They performed a hilarious dance routine to the song,
Faculty Quadrille.
Frank McNamara, the renowned pianist and musician, provided the music, and was joined
by his son, Frankie, on guitar, DCC past student, Anthony Collins on drums, and BIM
student, Dylan Collins from Athboy, on bass.
The choreographer was DCC past student, Yasmina Aniss,vocal coach was music teacher
Valerie Casey, and the show was produced and directed by drama teacher, Bláithín
FitzGerald.
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LMETB Art Competition
Well done to Jane Cowan and Faye O’Brien, who were awarded 1st & 3rd place in the Junior Category in the recent
LMETB Art competition. The girls will receive their awards from Irish artist, Robert Ballagh, on Thursday 15th in a
ceremony in Drogheda Arts Centre. Many thanks to Elaine and Aoife for all their help and support.

Jane Cowan

Faye O’Brien
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